Skills . _
nlowa MNW Joins SKills | owa Schools

Taking advantage of afederal grant made possible by Senator Tom Harkin, Manson Northwest \Webster
joins 100 other lowaschoolsusing Skillslowa, astandards-driven, technol ogy-based project aimedto help
teachersand students rai se achievement and exceed the requirementsof NCLB. Providing technology tools,
educational resources and hands-on support, Skillslowaallowsteachersto better addressindividua student
needsand effectively communicate with everyoneinvolved in achild’seducation. Skillslowaistailoredto
provideteacherswith toolsthat have proven effective when used in conjunction with aschool’s curriculum.
Skillslowaconsistsof two parts, the Skills Tutor and the A ssessment Center. The Skills Tutor isaWeb-based
program providinginteractivelessonsin math, reading comprehension, vocabulary, writing, and language arts.
Studentscan gain accessto SkillsTutor from any Internet ready computer. Teacherscan assign specificlessons
toindividual studentsor to agroup of students. Reportsallow teachersto see student scores, timeon task, and
kills improvement.

TheAssessment Center provides multiple choice assessmentsin math, reading and language arts. These
assessments are computer-created based upon the teacher’s selection of student skillsto betested. Testsare
corrected and reportsare broken down by skill level and question detail. These assessmentsareaso aligned
with the lowatests and soon to be with the lowa Core Curriculum. The addition of new schoolsthrough
stimulusfunding has madethispossiblefor MNW. It will beagreat additionto our at risk programming aswell
asfor advanced studentswho need to move ahead at their own pace. Theafter school and summer programs
will also find great benefit from Skillslowa. Bridget Godwinisthe Skillslowacoordinating teacher.
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