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On Friday, January 7, the Science Center of Iowa con-
ducted a free assembly on electricity for the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 
and 6th graders.  The students learned about static and cur-
rent electricity.  Pictured is Anna Riecks, a 5th grader in 
Mrs. Beneke's class, assisting “Mad Scientist Joe” in a static 
electricity experiement.

Science Center Assembly at Elementary
By Ashlee Grady 

MNW 6th grade students have been studying the cir-
culatory system in science.  They got the opportunity to 
dissect a pig’s heart so they could further understand the 
way the heart works.  Mrs. Beneke used the school’s new 
technology by showing the kids how to dissect the heart 
with the document camera.  The document camera shows 
things on the smartboard.  This wasn’t too much fun for 
some students, but most of them enjoyed it.

Science for Sixth Graders

Eric Abens (top left) 
and T.J. Nelson with their 

pig heart.

Below, from left, 
Hailey Lewis, Ali 

Pritchard, Morgan 
Estergaard and 

Miranda Jud.

Mrs. Beneke, left, shows how 
to dissect using the document 
camera.  Below is Alex Vetter 

(left) and Emma Nelsen.

The sixth grade has continued their service project of 
recycling from last year. They are currently recycling boxes 
and cans from the kitchen each day and paper products from 
classrooms weekly.

This paragraph was written by Ashlee Grady 

Bottom, from left, Emma Stuhrenberg, A.J. Larson, Hai-
ley Lewis, Mckenzie Conley. Top row,  from left, Nathan Walsh, 
Emma Witham, Morgan Estergaard, Savannah Schultz and Bran-
don Bower. (Not pictured are Julia Markert and Emma Nelsen)

Sixth Graders’ Recycling Service Project
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By Supt. Mark Egli
As we pass the midpoint in the school year, I will ad-

dress a number of issues that are particularly in the superin-
tendent’s realm.  I will leave any discussion of academics, 
trimesters, laptops, etc. to our building administrators and 
for my discussion at a later date.
 New Bus Barn Project 

Due to a delayed start, the new bus barn project has not 
progressed as fast as we would like.  Under the hope that 
we might qualify for a USDA grant, the District completed 
a great deal of paperwork and a lengthy bid process before 
work could finally begin in October.   Now that cold weather 
and snow have hit, the Building Trades class is waiting for 
Gelhausen Construction of Fort Dodge to complete roof 
work so that the students can then finish the building.  Hope-
fully everything will work out for a spring completion.  It 
might be good to note that the doors on the old bus barn 
have finally refused to close at all, as the building shifts and 
sags.  Perhaps it has spotted its replacement and realizes that 
the end is near.  Community members have asked about us-
ing the old barn for storage.  However, its state of disrepair 
and increasing eyesore appearance are going to make that 
impossible.
Central Office Building Report

Communication continues between the city and the 
school in providing community resources in the building 
that once held the elementary school in Manson.  Numerous 
events have occurred in the old multi-purpose lunch area, the 
most recent being the firemen’s Sunday brunch.  The three 
wings due for de-construction have been walled off and 
doors inserted.  The plan to begin taking down one wing this 
winter has been delayed as we wait for final cost estimates to 
come in on the new bus barn project.  Although it would be 
nice to get the wings down, having dollars for projects that 
are of urgent need to the District are of first priority.  
Sharing Discussions 

We will be meeting with neighboring school districts to 
talk about sharing opportunities.  This could include person-
nel and will definitely include the sharing of online course-
work.  It has been projected that as much as 50% of high 
school coursework will be online by 2020.  In small schools, 
this will be the case when schools must join together to cre-
ate appropriate class sizes.
Current and Projected Financial Picture

It is expected that the legislature will grant 0% increase 

in allowable growth for school districts for the 2011-12 
school year.  This means that the dollar amount of financing 
per student will remain the same as it was for this year—
no inflationary increase, which has typically been 2 to 4%.  
For MNW, due to the complexities of the Iowa funding for-
mula, that results in a decrease of $120,000 before we even 
begin.  Thankfully, the board has worked with me over the 
years to reduce our budget in accordance with our reduced 
revenues.  Today’s student count is some 260 students less 
than 10 years ago, an annual reduction of approximately $1.5 
million in the general fund.  Then we had over 70 teachers, 
4 administrators and 3 buildings; now we have 53 teachers, 
3 administrators and 2 buildings.  Until we dispense with the 
old elementary, I suppose you could say we have 2.5 build-
ings.
Capital Projects and PPEL

As well as continuing to keep General Fund expendi-
tures in line with revenues, MNW will have to exercise due 
diligence with its various projects in the Capital Projects and 
PPEL funds.  When the legislature ended the technology ap-
propriation for school districts, computer expenditures fell to 
the PPEL fund.  Our current technology expenditures more 
than use up the entire amount of $.33 PPEL.  Using SILO 
(one-penny sales tax) in the Capital Projects Fund, we have 
done a lot in recent years to refurbish all of our flat roofs, 
tuck-point a great many of our brick outer walls as well as 
maintain our athletic facilities, purchase buses, etc.  How-
ever, the need for a bus barn on top of necessary demoli-
tion of the old elementary wings, is going to put a strain on 
the infrastructure funds.  I have recommended that the board 
consider asking for a small amount of voted PPEL from the 
community to cover the remaining balance of computer pur-
chases.  This would leave all of our Capital Projects Fund for 
infrastructure projects and transportation expenditures.  We 
will wait to see our projected tax rate for 2011-12 before 
making a decision whether or not to put this to a vote.

In summary, our financial position remains strong al-
though our student population is projected to continue to de-
cline.  Our open enrollment numbers are positive, with those 
coming in out-numbering those going out by 20 students.  It 
is important that we maintain this positive balance.  Hope-
fully sharing opportunities will arise to increase efficiencies 
and maximize resources and personnel without having to 
forfeit our local identities or bus any students further than 
they are currently being transported.

The MNW Drill Team will be hosting their 9th 
annual drill team night fundraiser Friday Feb. 
25th at 7:00 P.M. at the MNW High School.
Entertainment will be provided by the young 
dancers, the MNW Flags and Drumline, MNW 
Drill Team, as well as guest dance teams.  
Admission for the evening will be $5 for adults 
and $2 for students.  Thanks for supporting the 
MNW Drill Team.
 

 
Jamie Keil, senior co-captain 
of the MNW drill team,has 
been selected to perform a pom 
routine with the 2011 All Iowa 
Honor Drill Team.  She is one of  
224  dancers chosen by audition, 
to be included in this dance team.  
This performance will be aired 
from Wells Fargo Arena  as part 
of the halftime entertainment of 
the 3A Basketball Championship game March 5.

Annual Drill Team Night, Feb. 25
Selected for All Iowa Honor Drill Team

Mid-Year Report on MNW District
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Notes from PK-6 Principal
Rose Davis

MNW

I believe at times community members need to be as-
sured that the quality of their school's in-services equals, if 
not surpasses, the academic time missed by our students. 
This past month, Jeff Herzberg, Chief Administrator for 
Prairie Lakes AEA, spent the afternoon with the MNW ele-
mentary teachers exploring what teaching for understanding 
should look like to educators.  A great part of that discussion 
focused around the 21st Century Skills that our children are 
going to need in order to flourish in their future communi-
ties.  What are the skills that Jeff and the teachers explored 
and how did they connect them to what is waiting for the 
work world of the future?  One of the most important sur-
vival skills discussed was critical thinking and problem solv-
ing. “Companies have changed dramatically in the ways that 
work is organized.They used to be very top-down and em-
ployees were specialized.The way work is organized now is 
networking of cross-functional teams working together on 
projects and problem solving.” Teach students to understand 
how problems evolve and be able to justify reasoning. That 
was the message.

Another necessary skill is the ability to take advantage 
of the information revolution and know how to sort the as-
tronomical amount of information flowing into their lives on 
a daily basis.  Our children must learn to access the informa-
tion they need, analyze the information, use the information 
to solve a problem and be able to justify their reasoning with 
effective communication.  So much thought provoking dis-
cussion that was well worth the time spent together. 
Future Events:  Elementary parent-teacher con-
ferences - week of February 21
Early Dismissal - March 16

Four Manson Northwest Webster Elementary School 
6th grade students participated in the Karl King Honor Band 
Festival on January 22, 2011, at the Saint Edmond School in 
Fort Dodge.

Congratulations to all of the musicians for being select-
ed! They did an outstanding job representing the MNW El-
ementary Instrumental Music Department!

Left-right:  Becca Krueger, Becca Watne, Liz Stange, 
and Emma Nelsen.

Karl King Honor Band

 

After a few weeks of practice, on the snowy eve of Dec. 
20,  the Optional Kindergarten class spread holiday cheer 
up and down the streets of Manson. The students used ka-
zoos and jingle bells on their adventure.  The class ended 
the evening with a pizza party at the Pizza Ranch.  The Op-
tional Kindergartners’  precious carols created many smiles 
throughout the town of Manson, and the students enjoyed 
every second of it!

Optional Kindergarten’s Caroling Adventure

Front Row: Christian Vaudt, Dolton Banks, Brian 
Keenan, Kadin Wood, Breanna Crouse. Back row: 
Matthew Siefken, Logan Banks, Tanner Jondle, Mrs. 
Nelson, Rachel Moody.

The family of Ava Passow would personally  like to 
Thank the Manson Northwest Webster Family for the 
wonderful walk, bake sale and selling of the bracelets 
for Ava. We have a long road ahead of us, but you 
all have helped us understand that there are people 
out there with loving hearts to help someone.  What 
a GREAT bunch of friends we have in our school 
district. We were in awe of the turnout for the walk 
and the people that showed up. The students treated us 
like we were the «Queens for the day» but in reality 
they are the «Queens and Kings» for a life time.  
Thank you to everyone who was involved in anyway. 
You should all be very proud of yourselves and your 
parents should be very proud of you also.  
A Huge Thank You again, 
Danny & Andrea, Ava,and Ella Passow, JR and Barb 
Passow and Todd and Kim Eastwood Families 

Thank You



News from Jr.-Sr. High School Principal

Shawn
Holloway
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There has been much talk within and outside the walls 
of Manson Northwest Webster about what education should 
look like.  Many within the community experienced educa-
tion that looks like the picture below.  Straight rows, lec-
ture based, listening to the “all knowing teacher.”  That was 
the education that many of us grew up in. So what should 
education look like, sound like, feel like?  This becomes the 
debate for many.

 
 

Jeff Utech,  the blogger of http://www.thethinkingstick.
com/ gave his viewpoint after being posed this question 
by an educator, “Will teachers ever be replaced by ma-
chines?”  His response was:   “We are not going to be re-
placed by machines, but individual teachers will be replaced 
by communities of learners.   In those communities every-
one will be a teacher and everyone will be a learner.”  Wow, 
a community of learners, what a concept!  What does this 
community look like?  In my mind it feels and looks more 
“work-like.”  Many of us everyday go to work as part of 
a “community of learners” working collaboratively for a 
common goal or working to solve a common problem.  (Ad-
ditional information on this subject can be found at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8djV8slDN0&feature=play
er_embedded#! )

Curtis Wong, from the website http://mindshift.kqed.
org writes about the future school day.  Curtis says the fol-
lowing about what education should look like:  The teacher 
is more of a coach and provides suggestions for areas to 
explore rather than giving answers to questions.  Students 
are challenged and seek out resources to help themselves 
to understand and build the solutions that help them make 
progress to understanding bigger problems.  This is a great 
vision of what a community of learners would look like.  Is 
the teacher important in this environment?  Heck yes, very 
important, very needed, but very much part of the learning 
community as a lead learner.

I also want to take a minute to reference a blog post 
from Jeff Dicks, Superintendent of Schools for Newell 
Fonda, which turned into a sophomore English class proj-
ect.  Jeff blogged on MLK and What is Your Dream?  All 
of Jeff’s statements pertained to education. I have in-

 The Future Is Now.... For Education

cluded some his highlights.   Moving At The Speed of 
Change blog can be viewed at http://newell-fondacsd.
blogspot.com/2011/01/mlk-day-what-is-your-dream.html 
“I Have A Dream.....

That people stop others when they begin to talk nega-
tively about education while not knowing facts.

That students embrace and excel with the tools we pro-
vide.

That our students can connect with learners from all over 
the United States.

That business and industry connect with schools to move 
change.

Mr. Richman’s sophomore English class piggybacked 
off of this post with the following, “I Have A Dream” state-
ments.

I have a dream that one day cancer will no longer exist. 
-Maranda Olson

I have a dream that someday people will stop abusing 
kids.  -Miranda Simpson

I have a dream that people won’t be afraid to be them-
selves, instead of being what other people want them to be. 
- Callie Paterson

I have a dream that school bullying will end completely. 
- Garret Carman

I have a dream that when a little girl is born, no matter 
where she is born, no matter what nationality she is, no mat-
ter if she can see or can't, can hear or can't, she will be treated 
as an equal and not placed in a category and judged.  - Me-
lissa Johnson

I have a dream that happiness will rain over all the un-
happy people in the world. - Drake Harman

The rest of the I Have a Dream statements from this 
sophomore class can be viewed at https://docs.google.com/
document/d/1_7v5cyIjRiGxznvrJD_mAN-ILL4uw7fnkd_
Qbg7D94k/edit?hl=en&authkey=COS3j84G

How has education changed within the walls of Manson 
Northwest Webster?  Below are some links to learning, past 
and present.  These projects show a shift away from random 
facts, lecture based experiences, where students are sitting 
and getting, to learning experiences that are more a “com-
munity of learners” in nature; to learning experiences where 
the students are more in charge of their learning.  Has Man-
son Northwest Webster mastered this? Are we at the end of 
our journey?  NO, but we are most certainly off to a good 
start.  The Future Is Now!

As Lilies Fade, blog http://asliliesfade23.blogspot.com/2010/12/as-lilies-
fade-chapter-1.html 
What evers NEW!, blog http://killerspiking.blogspot.com/ 
Imported Beef, video project http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP2wSu5RtFg 
Newton’s Laws of Motion, video project http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1CcaVaYbkQE 
7th Grade Symbaloo http://www.symbaloo.com/shared/AAAAB5qniI-
UAA42ARgXoaA== 
7th Grade Symbaloo http://www.symbaloo.com/shared/AAAAB5qsYl-
wAA42ARgXoUg== 
Modern Warfare, website http://wwimodernwarfare.webs.com/ 
Euthanasia, video project http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEFjYeUKaY4 
Something Eargasmic!, blog  http://somethingeargasmic.blogspot.com/ 
Virtual Reality images,   
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JUwsByPg0VjpXoDw9Wm3TjuX
sC6RvXg1-6pRCOdxOf0/edit?hl=en

The easiest way to view the above links is to visit my blog, each of 
the above links will be live there.  http://www.shawnholloway.blogspot.
com/
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On Jan. 4, Mitch Ellison, a student of 
the University of Northern Iowa, visited 
Mrs. Merritt's 4th grade classroom.  Several 
of Mrs. Merritt's male students have been 
very interested in Hip Hop dancing.  Mitch 
is a friend of the Merritt family and par-
ticipates in Hip Hop dancing in Fort Dodge 
and the Iowa City area.  He is also a dance 
choreographer.  Mitch made a surprise visit 
to the Merritt's.  Mrs. Merritt asked Mitch 
if he would visit her classroom and show 
the students some “moves.” After Mitch 
did his demonstration, A.J. Caldwell, Brian 
Pearson, Ben Quade, Derek Girard, Ashley 
McLuckie, Dakota Gailey and Lauren Uke-
na shared some of their  dance moves.  Some 
of the moves included the boys performing 
a synchronized worm and doing the moon 
walk.  Mitch's visit was a huge success.  All 
of the students were so motivated by his vis-
it.  Mitch's message to the students is to find 
what really interests them and work hard at it and enjoy it!

Shortly after Mitch left, the students wrote him thank 
you letters and drew him several pictures about the experi-
ence.  Mitch later let Mrs. Merritt know that he read all of the 
letters and hung them on his dorm wall.   

DISTRICT WRESTLING AT MNW
The Manson Northwest Webster wrestling team will be 

hosting the 2011 District wrestling meet at the high school 
gymnasium on February 12th at noon. This is the last stop 
for varsity wrestlers before the Iowa High School Athletic 
Association State Wrestling Meet to be held at Wells Fargo 
Arena in Des Moines on February 16th – 19th. 

In order to qualify for the District wrestling meet, wres-
tlers must place in the top two in their weight class at their 
respective Sectional wrestling meets. MNW wrestlers will 
be competing at the Sectional meet held at West Hancock-
Britt on February 5th. Other schools attending this sectional 
will be: Belmond-Klemme, Clarion Goldfield, Eagle Grove, 
Pocahontas Area-Pomeroy/Palmer, Twin River Valley-
Bode, and West Hancock-Britt. In addition to the West Han-
cock-Britt sectional, the top two wrestlers from the Ogden 
Sectional will also be in attendance at the MNW District 
meet. These schools include: Coon Rapids-Bayard, East 
Sac County, Carroll Kuemper, Ogden, Prairie Valley, South 
Hamilton, Southeast Webster-Grand, and St. Edmonds. The 
top two wrestlers in each weight class at the District meet 
will then advance to the state competition.

Admission to the District wrestling meet is $5.00 for 
all spectators. School activity passes cannot be accepted as 
this is a state sanctioned event. The District wrestling meet 
in Manson promises to have some of the top wrestling ac-
tion in the state! Plan to attend on February 12th at noon at 
the high school gymnasium and cheer our wrestlers on to 
state!!

PEP Club News
Cougar Wrestling 

News
PEP Club – Working With 
You and For Our Kids

MNW Elementary PEP (Parent/Educator Partnership) 
Club has been active this year!  We have been responsible 
for taking tickets at Jr. High volleyball and basketball games.  
We’ve been working with the 4th graders on their community 
service project by cutting, counting, calculating, and send-
ing (lots of math!) Box Tops for Education.  Mrs. Davis and 
a school playground committee have been meeting with us 
and some playground company representatives to explore 
the purchase of fun new play and exercise equipment for our 
elementary recesses.  

The biggest project we will be undertaking this spring 
is our biannual Fun Night Carnival.  It will be held on April 
9, 2011.  This is our biggest fund raiser, and our biggest ser-
vice to the community.  There will be tons of games, prizes, 
food, and fun for all ages!  If you would like to be involved 
in planning or helping that night, please call the elementary 
office.

So why do we do what we do?  Our mission is to make 
MNW and our communities a better place to grow and learn.  
How can you help be a part of all this?  There are many 
ways.  Check out our web-site by clicking on the link on the 
MNW home page.  Come to our next meeting if you can.  It 
will be on February 8th at the elementary school in Barnum.  
Collect Box Tops and drop them off in the elementary office.  
Call the elementary office if you’d like to get involved, and 
they can get you in touch with our officers.  Watch your chil-
dren’s back packs carefully, as we will be sending various 
announcements about Fun Night home in the next couple 
months.  We exist because we have Cougar Pride.  We hope 
you will be a part of it!!!

Hip Hop Dancing in Mrs. Merritt’s 4th Grade

Mrs. Merritt and Mitch Ellison pose with 4th graders.
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Mrs. Pearson’s 3rd graders are excited to be working 
with Buena Vista University student Brady Gerdes.  Miss 
Gerdes (in picture with Sierra Keller) is a 2008 graduate of 
Pomeroy-Palmer High School.  She is studying to become 
an elementary teacher and will be student teaching in the fall 
of 2011.  Miss Gerdes joined Mrs. Pearson’s classroom on 
January 3 and worked with her class through January 20.  

Miss Gerdes has had a chance to work with students 
in both small and large group settings.  She has also joined 
Mrs. Pearson during planning and inservice meetings.  Miss 
Gerdes states, “It’s been a great experience!  It’s been so 
much fun getting to know the kids and working with the 
MNW staff.  I’ve learned so much and I can’t wait to apply 
it to my teaching.”

Mrs. Pearson and her class have enjoyed having Miss 
Gerdes in their classroom!  They wished her the best as she 
resumed classes at BVU in late January.

BV student joins Mrs. Pearson’s 3rd grade

A familiar face is back at 
Manson Northwest Webster!  
Jenna Waller, a 2006 MNW 
graduate, did her supervised par-
ticipation in Mrs. Jacobsen’s 4th 
grade class.  She joined the 4th 
grade class on January 4th, and 
worked with them every day un-
til January 21st.  She helped with 
math lessons, morning activities, 
reading groups, computer time, 
and many more things.  Having 
her in the classroom was a great 
help to the teachers and students.  

When discussing her experience with Mrs. Jacobsen, 
Miss Waller said, “It has been nice to be a part of what goes 
on in an actual elementary classroom.  I’ve enjoyed the 
hands-on experience!”  She will continue her student teach-
ing this semester.  She will be in Rockwell City-Lytton and 
Pocahontas Catholic School.  After completing her student 
teaching in May, Miss Waller will graduate from Buena Vis-
ta University with a degree in Elementary Education.  We 
wish her lots of luck!  

BVU Student in 4th Grade

Jenna Waller is shown with Mrs. Jacobsen’s 4th grade.Mrs. Schreier’s student teacher was Nicole Meyer, a stu-
dent at Buena Vista University. She is studying elementary 

education and will be gradu-
ating in May of this year. 

She was born and raised 
in Palmer and graduated from 
Pomeroy-Palmer High school 
in 2006; then attained her as-
sociates degree from Iowa 
Central Community College. 
For the last two and a half 
years she has been attend-
ing night classes at the Fort 
Dodge Center of Buena Vista 
University. 

As a student teacher she 
helped in the 1st grade class-

room working closely with Mrs. Schreier to plan and teach 
lessons. 

“Mrs. Schreier, her students, and the rest of the staff at 
MNW have done an amazing job of making me feel wel-
comed. This was a great experience,” Nicole said.

Mrs. Schreier’s 1st Grade has
Student Teacher from BVU

    
Nicole Meyer was Mrs. Schreier’s 1st grade student teacher.



News from Mrs. Skop's Art RoomNews from Mrs. Skop's Art Room
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While art is about making an idea into a reality and us-
ing creativity and self-expression, it is more than that.  Art 
is a life skill.  Businesses hire artists to design and advertise 
products, build websites and create brands.  Every manufac-
tured project has passed through an artist's hands at some 
point. Roads are designed and street signs are made by a type 
of artist.  Art is a universal language.  It has been used to re-
cord history.  Art is fun and expressive, but it also has a vital 
set of skills that can be taught to all students...thus making 
us all artists.  Art helps us to think creatively, to see things 
clearly, and give form to our futures.

World Wide Finalists
Three of our students have had their art designs chosen 

as finalists in the “SAVE THE FROGS” art contest.  Kearstin 
Gross had her “Save the Frogs-Bling” drawing chosen, Sa-
vannah Michalski's “We Come in Peace” and Tiffany Espe's 
entry “Banana Frog” are all featured on the Save The Frogs 
Website.  Dr. Kerry Kriger, the head of the organization said 
that the girls' work was creative, colorful and excellent for 
their age. Congratulations students! We found out about this 
art contest when Mrs. Skophammer was surfing the web for 
information about frogs and toads. SavetheFrogs.Org popped 
up; she found more information than she could have possibly 
dreamed of PLUS an art contest. ( She had students bring her 
frogs when she was on recess duty...wanting to keep them 
in the art room.)  So, Mrs. Skop set up some terrariums and 
had to find out more information about them to keep them 
alive.  The students had a great time observing and feeding 
the frogs and toads.

The World of Clay
Fire clay is a  unique material to work with.  Many of the 

elementary classes experienced using the clay to make pots, 
ornaments, jewelry and statues.  These clay items are fired 
in the kiln and then glazed and fired again.  The result is a 
project that is taken home and cherished for years to come.

100 Ways to Make A Reindeer
Reindeer are always a favorite during the Holiday Sea-

son.  We made reindeer using the collage method, creative 
shapes method,

cartooning and just plain sketching.  By looking at fa-
mous artists' works of art, we were able to colorize and pat-
tern like professionals!

During our next nine weeks, we'll be concentrating on 
how our world works through nature in art.  It should be 
quite an experience!

Tiffany Espe            Kearstin Gross       Savannah Michalski

Old Makeup Needed:
If you have old makeup just laying around your 
house, Mrs. Skop’s students need it! We can use 
liquid foundation, blushers, powders, eye shad-
ows, etc. for our upcoming “unusual painting 
techniques unit.” You may drop this off at the 

high school or elementary or just send it with your 
child in a plastic bag with Mrs. Skop’s name on it. 

Thanks!

Daily 5 and CAFE
By Lori Thomas and Julie Goettsch

The Daily Five is a framework for literacy instruction. 
Two teachers, Joan Moser and Gail Boushey who are known 
as “The Sisters,” guide students and teachers to create a struc-
tured environment that provides opportunities for students to 
independently practice their literacy learning while giving 
teachers opportunities for focused, goal centered teaching to 
small groups. 

The “Five” in Daily Five refers to the ways students are 
engaged in literacy throughout this block of instructional 
time.  The five components are:  Read to Self, Word Work, 
Work on Writing, Read to Someone, and Listen to Reading.  
Students are able to choose the order in which they would 
like to engage in these learning times.

Along with the Daily Five structure comes “CAFE”.  
CAFE is an acronym for Comprehension, Accuracy, Flu-
ency and Expanded Vocabulary.  We choose from a “menu” 
of strategies while reading, just as we choose from menus in 
cafes and restaurants.  Reading strategies are taught in whole 
group, small group, and individually in reading conferences 
and are then posted on the menu board in the classroom for 
frequent reference and for student goal setting.

Throughout the first semester, this framework has been 
implemented into Mrs. Thomas’s fifth grade classroom.  
Students are actively engaged in finding books at their own 
reading level, known as their “good-fit” books.  In addition 
to reading books at their own level, students have numerous 
opportunities to write in various genres.  They also have op-
portunities to explore vocabulary words with various activi-
ties.  

For two weeks during January, Buena Vista University 
student Aaron Fitzgerald, did his supervised participation 
with the high school/middle school vocal music depart-
ments. 

Aaron graduated from Pomeroy-Palmer High School 
and started his college career off at Iowa Central Community 
College, where he was involved in all of the music groups. 
His highlight was playing the lead role of Joseph in ICCC’s 
production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat” last spring.

Aaron is now attending Buena Vista University in Storm 
Lake, pursuing a degree in K-12 vocal music education.  Af-
ter Buena Vista, he plans on attending graduate school and 
wants to eventually obtain his doctorate degree.

Aaron is highly active in his church and leads the mu-
sic ministry at St. Thomas Catholic Church here in Manson 
as well as assisting with the music at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Pomeroy.  Aaron also plays piano and sings at 
area churches, funerals, weddings, and different social gath-
erings when called upon.

BVU Music Student at JH-HS



CASH FOR COUGARS Phone-a-thon March 14

Education Foundation 
New Members

 The Manson Northwest Webster Education Foundation 
was organized in 1996 to provide financial assistance to the 
Manson Northwest Webster School and operates indepen-
dently from the Manson Northwest Webster school district.  
The foundation is best known for sponsoring the “Cash for 
Cougars” phone-a-thon each year.  

 In addition to Cash for Cougars, the foundation awards 
$250 endowment scholarships to deserving seniors.  Last 
year we were able to give 13 of these endowment scholar-
ships.  Our goal is to increase the number of scholarships by 
at least one each year.  

 Cash for Cougars is held in March, and board members 
present the scholarships to the seniors at Senior Award Night 
in May.  This year the date for Cash for Cougars has been set 
for Monday, March 14!

 The initial meeting was held with the new members with 
the primary objective to elect new officers and share infor-
mation on the historical duties of the Education Foundation 
and its members.

The following officers were elected:  Larry Schreier- 
President, Jan Nelson - Vice President, Treasurer - Jennifer 
Hess, and Secretary - Ann Marie Schossow.

Additional members on the board are Kevin Schreier 
and Jenny Schreier.  Tenured members Brad Bleam and Bob 
Haupts are offering guidance to the new members.

Being a board member of the Education Foundation is a 
commitment, but it is a commitment to help deserving seniors 
of our district with their secondary education needs.  We are 
still looking for volunteers to join our committee.  Anyone 
who is interested please contact one of the members. 

We ask the district for support this year on March 14 for 
our Cash for Cougars phone-a-thon.  

Education is not the filling a bucket but the lighting of a 
fire. – William Butler Yeats

Please help us light this fire for our children! 
- The Education Foundation
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Save the Date!  
Elementary Fun Night Carnival will be April 9, 

2011!  More details will be coming soon.  Watch 
our web site, newsletters, and notes home from the 
students. For more information, and to offer food or 
time, please call the elementary office.  

                    Thank you!” – PEP Club

Preschool Registration
 for 2011-2012

Initial registrations are now being accepted for 
the three-year-old and four-year-old preschool 
programs for 2011-2012.  The class roster will 
be filled in the order that applications are re-
ceived. Please complete this form and return to 
the elementary office.

Please circle:	 Four-Year-Old Program     or 
		  Three-Year-Old Program

Child’s name_____________________________	

Birth date________________

Parent’s name____________________________

Parent’s address__________________________

Parent’s phone __________________________   	

Please circle preference:     A.M.      P.M.

Kindergarten Visitation
(must be age 5 by September 15, 2011)

Friday, March 25
Student Visitation 9:00 -12:30

Parent Meeting - 9 a.m. in lunch-
room.

Please call 515-542-3211 for 
registration and visitation details.

Kindergarten Health Clinic
Monday, March 28,

St. Thomas Catholic Church, 
Manson

Services offered from area 
medical personnel  to meet 

kindergarten medical registration 
requirements.

Please call 515-542-3211 to make an 
appointment.

The newsletter deadline for the April/May 
issue is March 18. Please submit your articles 

to Karen Wallace at 
kwallace@manson-nw.k12.ia.us or 

Diane Davis at ddavis@manson-nw.k12.ia.us































MNWCentral Office 712.469.2202
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
    1    2    3    4

February 2011

7    8    9    10    11

14    15    16    17    18

21    22    23    24    25

28    

Breakfast Stick, Cereal 
& Toast

Chicken Nuggets
Corn, Pineapple

Cookie

Cereal & Toast

Lasagna, Lettuce Salad
Applesauce

School Made Bun

Breakfast Sandwich
Cereal & Toast

Maidrite, French Fries
Pears

Long Jon, Cereal
& Toast

Weiner Winks 
Baked Beans 

Cinnamon Apples

French Toast, Cereal

Chicken Patty
Broccoli

Peaches, Bar

Pop Tart, Cereal &
Toast

Ham & Cheese Sandwich
Peas

Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Turkey Gravy, Potatoes
Applesauce
Dinner Roll

Scrambled Eggs, Cereal
& Toast

STUDENT CHOICE

Coffee Cake, Cereal 
& Toast

Flying Saucer
Mixed Fruit

Breakfast Pizza
 Cereal & Toast

Chili Crispito
Green Beans, Peaches

Apple Crisp

Breakfast Burrito
Cereal & Toast

Goulash, Lettuce
Pineapple

School Made Bun

Cereal & Toast

Hot Dog
French Fries
Applesauce

Omelet, Cereal
& Toast

Deli Sandwich
Peas & Carrots

Pears

Waffle Sticks, Cereal 
& Toast

Mexican Straw Hats
Corn

Mixed Fruit

Sausage Gravy & Biscuit
Cereal

Turkey Patty, Seasoned
Noodles, Green Beans

Peaches

Doughnut, Cereal
& Toast

Italian Sub
Corn

Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Chili, Carrot Sticks
Applesauce

Cinnamon Roll

French Toast Sticks
Cereal & Toast

STUDENT CHOICE

NO SCHOOL

Scrambled Eggs
Cereal & Toast

Rib Patty
Green Beans

Peaches

At lunch, five food group items 
are offered.  Students must choose 

at least three of the following 
to be considered a lunch meal: 
entrée, vegetable, fruit, milk, or 

bread (bread is generally included 
with the entrée).

Juice or fruit and milk 
served daily at 

breakfast.
all meals subject to 
change and may be 

different at each 
center.

uSDa is an equal 
opportunity 
provider and 

employer.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
march 2011

    1    2    3    4

7    8    9    10    11

14    15    16    17    18

21    22    23    24    25

28    29    30    31 

Breakfast Stick, Cereal 
& Toast

Scalloped Potatoes & 
Ham, Broccoli

Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Chicken & Noodles
Lettuce, Applesauce
School Made Bun

Breakfast Sandwich
 Cereal & Toast

Tacos
Corn
Pears

Long Jon, Cereal
& Toast

Pizza
Peas

Mixed Fruit

French Toast & Cereal

Corn Dog
Green Beans

Peaches

Pop Tart, Cereal
& Toast

BBQ Pork Sandwich
Tator Tots
Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Tuna & Noodles
Grilled Cheese Sandwich

Lettuce, Applesauce

Scrambled Eggs, Cereal 
& Toast

STUDENT CHOICE

Coffee Cake, Cereal
& Toast

Macaroni & Cheese
Peas, Mixed Fruit

Peanut Butter Sandwich

Breakfast Pizza, Cereal
& Toast

Hamburger on Bun
French Fries

Peaches

Breakfast Burrito,
Cereal & Toast

Chicken Nuggets
Seasoned Noodles

Green Beans, Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Lasagna, Lettuce
Applesauce

School Made Bun

Omelet, Cereal
& Toast

Ham & Cheese Sandwich
Corn

Apple Quarters

Waffel Sticks,
Cereal & Toast

Fish, Peas & Carrots
Mixed Fruit
Cornbread

Sausage Gravy & Biscuit
Cereal

Weiner Winks
 Baked Beans 
Peaches, Bar

Doughnut, Cereal
& Toast

Maidrites
Broccoli

Orange Halves

Cereal & Toast

Chili, Carrot Sticks,
Applesauce

Cinnamon Roll

French Toast Sticks
Cereal & Toast

STUDENT CHOICE

Pancakes, Cereal & Toast

Tomato Soup
Grilled Cheese Sandwich

Peas, Mixed Fruit

Scrambled Eggs, Cereal
& Toast

Chicken Patty
Green Beans, Peaches

Pudding

Breakfast Sticks, Cereal
& Toast

Deli Sandwich
Lettuce

Pineapple

Cereal & Toast

Spaghetti, Lettuce
Applesauce
Garlic Bread

Breakfast Sandwich, 
Cereal & Toast

Chili Crispitos
Au gratin Potatoes

Strawberries/Bananas

At lunch, five food group items 
are offered.  Students must choose 

at least three of the following 
to be considered a lunch meal: 
entrée, vegetable, fruit, milk, or 

bread (bread is generally included 
with the entrée).

Juice or fruit and milk 
served daily at 

breakfast.
all meals subject to 
change and may be 

different at each 
center.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider & employer.




